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powerful family of the Pierleoni; for him the old title of
patricius was revived, which gave him quasi-dictatorial power.
The issue was soon joined. The Pope led an assault on the
Capitol in person; he is said to have been mortally wounded
in the attempt; at any rate, he died a few days later, in
Accession of February 1145. In his place the cardinals elected a Cistercian
ugemus ill gjyko^ a former pupil of St. Bernard, who wrote to them to
express his surprise at the election of one so insignificant:
" it was either a farce or a miracle," and he preferred to
believe the latter. Eugenius III, however, showed himself
to be possessed of considerable force of character and practical
ability. As he could not be master in Rome, he betook
himself to Viterbo, and from there issued his ban on the
commune and its patridus. The citizens found that they
suffered from his absence and desired his return; so a settle-
ment was soon reached. They discarded their patricius,
agreed to the appointment of a praefectus Vrbis by the Pope,
and that the Senate should receive investiture from the Pope.
It was a not unsatisfactory compromise. The Senate was
still appointed by the citizens, each region nominating four
representatives to it; it retained legislative, executive, and
judicial authority in civil affairs. The Pope's ultimate
authority was recognised, and his prefect was nominally at
least the official responsible for keeping order in the city.
Arnold of	Yet the settlement did not bring peace, for the Pope had
to leave Rome after only a month's stay and did not return
again for three years. And during his absence a new influence
was stiffening the hearts of the citizens against him—the
doctrines of Arnold of Brescia. Like so many that have
earned the name of heretic, it was the worldly lives and
secular ambition of the clergy that drove Arnold into hetero-
doxy. Himself a priest and an Augustinian canon, he con-
demned the holding of worldly possessions and secular offices
by the clergy and advocated a return to apostolic poverty.
In 1139 his bishop denounced him before the Lateran Council
and Innocent II punished him by expulsion from Italy. He
went to France, where he warmly espoused the cause of
Abelard, of whom, it is said, he had been in earlier days a
pupil. This brought him at once under the notice of St.
Bernard, who coupled Abelard and Arnold, dissimilar as they
were in their views, under a joint accusation of heresy.

